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The British Juvenal touched this c smiling mischief with
his venerable hand, and devoted it to scorn or to oblivion :

' For Shame regain'd the post by sense betray'd,
And Virtue call'd oblivion to her aid.'

With the growing purity of the stage, a corresponding
delicacy, or at least decency, was observable in its professors.
A woman of virtue might there be found, however greatly
admired; and a bold and caustic satiristl at least amended
what his avowed object was to destroy. The ingenuous
Dryden bowed at his reproof, and perhaps struggled after
purer composition. The improvement of manners to which
I have alluded was favourable to the female professors
of the stage. They changed the sex of their patrons, and
were frequently received in the best society. All the refine-
ments of rank and education were open to their remark
and to their imitation. They soon dropped the swelling pre-
tensions of the princess for the gentle grace of modest, but
reflecting, virtue. The authors followed in the train of
society, which they ought always to have conducted, and
disdained any longer to pollute their scenes with the open
avowal of female dishonour.

But, as comedy was thus interdicted the daring stratagems
of vice, and many of the dilemmas to which they con-
ducted, so it lost the gay flutter of wit, by which a set of
specious but loose manners was rendered often trium-
phant and always dangerous. Yet interest in the drama
was necessarily to be found, and instead of unmask-
ing the base and punishing the profligate, the new
school precipitated the innocent into unmerited distress
and, having through four acts wound calamity about the
heroine as a garment, employed a scene or two of the
fifth in natural or unnatural expedients of relief, and some
times exceeded even the demands of tragedy in the tears
excited by repentance or magnanimity.

There is hardly to be found in the history of human taste

a change so rapid and entire as appeared in the  thirty

years which elapsed between the composition of The Double

Dealer of Congreve and   The Conscious Lovers  of Steele,

1 Collier.